


[image: Descrizione: Macintosh HD:Users:scolombo:Desktop:logo_ame.jpg]
Letteratura inglese • Classe quarta

Name ________________________________________
Surname _____________________________________
Class _______________________________________

The Renaissance – History

1. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
The reign of Henry VII was characterized by a fairly long spell of 		…X…	………
unbroken peace and prosperity. 

2. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
Henry VIII was given the title of defensor fidei because of his opposition 	………	…X…
to the Church of Rome. 

3. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
After the Reformation, England set herself against the great Catholic		…X…	………
powers of Europe – France and Spain.

4. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
Edward VI was a strong supporter of Protestantism. 				…X…	………

5. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
Mary I sentenced many English Catholics to death. 				…X…	………


6. Choose the correct option.

1. The House of Commons represented the interests of the ....... .
a. …X… merchants 
b. ……… aristocracy 
c. ……… Anglican Church 
d. ……… royalists 



2. The Puritan ideal of ....... fitted well with the lifestyle of the mercantile classes.
a. ……… salvation 
b. …X… austerity 
c. ……… wealth 
d. ……… marriage

3. The Puritans believed in ....... (the doctrine that God has ordained the salvation of some people but not others).
a. ……… individualism 
b. …X… predestination 
c. ……… austerity 
d. ……… salvation

4. The Puritans were persecuted by ....... .
a. ……… Oliver Cromwell 
b. ……… Parliament 
c. …X… James I 
d. ……… the Pope

5. The Pilgrim Fathers sailed to America on ....... .
a. …X… The Mayflower 
b. ……… The Plymouth 
c. ……… Christmas Day 
d. ……… canoes

6. The Pilgrim Fathers’ first American colony was called ....... .
a. ……… Massachusetts 
b. …X… New Plymouth 
c. ……… New York 
d. ……… New England

7. In England, the ....... supported the Crown and the Anglican Church.
a. ……… Roundheads 
b. ……… Protestants 
c. ……… Catholics 
d. …X… Cavaliers



8. ....... supported the Puritans.
a. ……… Oliver Twist 
b. ……… Charles I 
c. …X… Oliver Cromwell 
d. ……… James I

9. He dissolved Parliament and was given the title of ....... .
a. …X… Lord Regent 
b. ……… protector fidei 
c. ……… Lord Major 
d. ……… Member of Parliament

10. He conducted successful military campaigns against ....... .
a. ……… Ireland and Spain 
b. ……… Spain and Holland 
c. ……… Scotland and Wales 
d. …X… Ireland and Scotland


The Renaissance – Culture

7. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
The American area of Virginia was discovered by Sir Francis Drake.		………	…X…

8. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
Geographical and historical works such as Raphael Holinshed’s 
Chronicles celebrated the glories of England. 					…X…	………

9. Choose true (T) or false (F). 							T 	F
Elizabethan gentlemen were expected to be good at horsemanship. 		…X… ………

10. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
Thanks to the creation of enclosure many farmers acquired new land. 	………	…X…

11. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
The Poor Law required parishes to help the poor. 				…X…	………



12. Choose the correct option.

1. A distinctive figure of the Elizabethan Age was that of the ……… .
a. ……… merchant 
b. ……… soldier 
c. …X… navigator 
d. ……… colonizer

2. He was a hero who attacked foreign ………, or the commander of a British ship. 
a. ……… lands 
b. …X… merchant ships 
c. ……… armies 
d. ……… boats

3. Francis Drake combined both these roles: the Queen offered him protection as a ……… .
a. ……… general 
b. …X… tradesman 
c. ……… knight 
d. ……… minister

4. But he unofficially carried out raids on ……… territories.
a. ……… French 
b. ……… American 
c. ……… Dutch 
d. …X… Spanish

5. Drake was ……… by the Queen after he had circumnavigated the world.
a. ……… appointed 
b. ……… chosen 
c. …X… knighted 
d. ……… dismissed








The Renaissance – Literature and language

13. Choose the correct option.

1. Elizabethan theatre celebrated England and its ……… , providing a common mythology for the nation. 
a. …X… rulers 
b. ……… legends 
c. ……… musical traditions 
d. ……… naval victories

2. Plays were popular with ……… social classes. 
a. …X… all 
b. ……… the upper 
c. ……… the lower 
d. ……… some

3. In London, they were initially performed in ……… but later outdoor playhouses were built.
a. ……… churches 
b. ……… castles 
c. …X… inns 
d. ……… the streets

4. The most famous playhouse was the ……… , Shakespeare’s company theatre. 
a. ……… Theatre 
b. …X… Globe 
c. ……… Curtain 
d. ……… Rose

5. Plays were usually performed in the ……… and a close interaction occurred between the actors and the audience.
a. …X… afternoon 
b. ……… evening 
c. ……… weekend 
d. ……… morning




6. Female roles were played by ……… . 
a. ……… women 
b. ……… noblewomen 
c. ……… children 
d. …X… boys

7. Later actors were classified as ……… by law and forbidden to perform in public.
a. …X… vagabonds 
b. ……… dangerous 
c. ……… immoral 
d. ……… performers

8. Actors put themselves under the protection of ……… .
a. ……… the Queen of England 
b. …X… noblemen 
c. ……… the army 
d. ……… foreign patrons

14. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
In the Elizabethan Age, Ovid’s Metamorphoses were a great source of 	
Classical legends and myths. 							…X…	………	

15. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
Sir Thomas More is the inventor of the inductive method of research. 		………	…X…

16. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
Thomas More’s Utopia describes an imaginary island where people live 
in fear of an unjust and tyrannical government.					………	…X…

17. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
The author’s portrayal of the island is influenced by idealised 		
descriptions of Africa. 								………	…X…

18. Choose the correct option.
1. It is the tale of a natural philosopher ruined by his boundless thirst for knowledge. 
a. ……… John Milton’s Paradise Lost. 
b. …X… Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus. 
c. ……… William Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
d. ……… William Shakespeare’s King Lear.

2. It is a Christian epic. 
a. …X… John Milton’s Paradise Lost. 
b. ……… Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus. 
c. ……… William Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
d. ……… William Shakespeare’s King Lear.

3. A tragedy about a king and his three daughters. 
a. …X… William Shakespeare’s King Lear.
b. ……… William Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
c. ……… William Shakespeare’s Hamlet.
d. ……… William Shakespeare’s Othello.

4. In his sonnets he describes the figures of the dark lady and fair youth. 
a. ……… John Milton.
b. ……… Christopher Marlowe.
c. …X… William Shakespeare.
d. ……… John Donne.

19. For each work choose the correct main theme.
1. Paradise Lost 
a. ……… jealousy 
b. ……… the power of poetry 
c. …X… the sin of pride
d. ……… spiritual love

2. A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning 
a. ……… jealousy 
b. ……… the power of poetry 
c. ……… the sin of pride
d. …X… spiritual love

3. Othello 
a. …X… jealousy 
b. ……… the power of poetry 
c. ……… the sin of pride
d. ……… spiritual love


4. Shall I compare thee to a Summer’s day? 
a. ……… jealousy 
b. …X… the power of poetry 
c. ……… the sin of pride
d. ……… spiritual love


The Renaissance – William Shakespeare

20. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F
William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, in Warwickshire, 	………	…X…
in 1546.

21. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F 
He married Anne Hathaway and had three children with her.			…X…	………

22. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F 
As he had no income, he moved to London where he worked as an actor 
and playwright.									…X…	………

23. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F 
He became a member of and then sharer in the Queen Elizabeth’s Men, 
one of London’s leading companies of players.					………	…X…

24. Choose true (T) or false (F). 						T 	F 
He became coowner of The Rose Theatre when it opened in 1599.		………	…X…


25. Choose the correct option.


1. Shakespeare wrote ……… plays altogether, which make up a collected edition known as the Folio. 
a. ……… 88 
b. ……… 80 
c. …X… 38 
d. ……… over a hundred


2. This was published after the playwright’s death, in ……… .
a. ……… 1564 
b. ……… 1598 
c. …X… 1623 
d. ……… 1701

3. The plays are presented not in chronological order but according to genre: comedies, history plays and ……… .
a. ……… sonnets 
b. …X… tragedies 
c. ……… farces 
d. ……… satires

4. In his history plays, Shakespeare deals with themes such as the struggle for power, love and property against the background of a recent and crucial period of ……… .
a. ……… classical antiquity 
b. …X… English history 
c. ……… war 
d. ……… famine

5. In his comedies Shakespeare explores the psychology of ……… , including its disappointments. 
a. …X… love 
b. ……… powerful men 
c. ……… heroes 
d. ……… women

6. The comedies written in his third period, like Troilus and Cressida, are known as ……… comedies.
a. …X… dark 
b. ……… historical 
c. ……… romantic 
d. ……… tragic






The Renaissance – Shakespeare’s sonnets

26. Choose the correct option.
1. William Shakespeare wrote ……… , which are indebted to the Italian tradition. 
a. ……… 15 
b. …X… 154 
c. ……… 54 
d. ……… nearly a hundred

2. Most of these sonnets were probably dedicated to the poet’s patron, the ……… . 
a. ……… Earl of York 
b. ……… Earl of Surrey 
c. …X… Earl of Southampton 
d. ……… Queen of England

3. Each sonnet is made up of three ……… and a closing rhyming couplet. 
a. ……… verses 
b. ……… tercets 
c. ……… couplets 
d. …X… quatrains

4. Shakespeare focuses on the figure of the dark lady and of the……… , who plays a fundamental role as a source of poetical inspiration. 
a. ……… poet himself 
b. …X… fair youth 
c. ……… Muse 
d. ……… fair maiden

5. Then there is the figure of the rival poet, who acts as a ……… . 
a. …X… disturbing factor 
b. ……… saviour 
c. ……… friend 
d. ……… target for irony

6. The first seventeen sonnets explore the themes of ……… and the passing of time. 
a. …X… marriage 
b. ……… disease 
c. ……… sin 
d. ……… nature

[bookmark: _GoBack]27. Choose the correct option.
1. The recurrent rhyme scheme in the sonnets is ……… .
a. …X… abab, cdcd, efef, gg
b. ……… abba, cddc, efef, gg
c. ……… aabb, ccdd, efef, gg
d. ……… aabb, ccdd, eeff, gg

2. In ‘When I Do Count the Clock That Tells the Time’ the poet writes that the only defence against time is ……… .
a. ……… poetry
b. ……… the beauty of nature
c. …X… the creation of a new life
d. ……… love

3. Time is personified as ……… .
a. ……… a beautiful woman
b. …X… death, holding a scythe
c. ……… an old man
d. ……… a young man

4. In ‘Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?’ the poet writes that his lover is ……… than a summer’s day.
a. ……… hotter
b. ……… brighter
c. …X… more temperate
d. ……… darker

5. In ‘Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds he compares love to ……… .
a. ……… a flower.
b. …X… a lighthouse.
c. ……… a forest fire.
d. ……… a cloud.
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