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1.  Overview of the changes 
2.  Details of papers 
3.  Ideas for teaching 

 
 

Structure of webinar 



1.  From January 2015 
2.  Both Cambridge English First and Cambridge English First for 

Schools 
3.  4 components 
4.  Shorter  
5.  New tasks in Writing and Speaking components 

 
 

Main changes 



 
 
 

New exam 

4 components 

Use of 
English 
and  
Reading 

Listening 

Writing 

Speaking 



 Use of English and Reading 

Use of English: 
 
1.  multiple choice cloze 
2.  open cloze 
3.  word formation 
4.  key word transformation* 
 
 
 
 
 
*2 marks per correct answer 
 
 

Reading: 
 
1.  multiple choice* 
2.  gapped text* 
3.  multiple matching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*2 marks per correct answer 
 
 

(1h 15mins, 7 tasks, 52 Qs – fewer questions per task)  



1. Task one: Multiple Choice cloze (8 gaps, 4-options items) 

Example: 
 
 
In recent years Japan has (0) seen the growth of agencies which rent 
out actors to (1) __________ the part of relatives, friends and work 
colleagues. 
 
1  A) pretend   B) play   C) show   D) be 
 
 

Use of English and Reading 



Use of English and Reading 

2. Task two: Open cloze (8 gaps, no suggestions on word to use) 

Example: 
 
 
This was by (0) far the best present I received last Christmas.  
It’s an informative and amusingly written book, which is (1) __________ 
funny that it had me laughing out loud (2) __________ a number of 
occasions. 
 



Use of English and Reading 

3. Task three: word formation (8 gaps, build word from a given stem) 
 
Example: 
 
 
Here is some brief  (0) information for anyone thinking  
of following a career in the circus.  
 
There is of course a wide range of jobs available:  
trapeze artists, acrobats, clowns, (1) _________ ,  
fire-eaters and tight-rope walkers are  
all to be found in the big top. 
 

Inform 

Magic 



Use of English and Reading 

4. Task four: key word formation (6 lead-in sentences to be transformed 
by using 2-5 words including a given key word) 
 
 
Example: 
 
I still find it strange to wear glasses.  
 
USED 
I still haven’t ____________________ glasses. * 
 
* Contractions count as 2 words (e.g. I’m)  
 



5. Task five: Multiple choice (6 questions, 4 options answers) 
 
 

Use of English and Reading 



Wright & Wrong Ltd’s offices are light and spacious and there are no ashtrays in 

sight on any of the dozen or so desks. These are tidy and free of paper, but 

concentrated faces at large computer screens give the place a busy feel.  

Jenny Wright, founder of the agency, is not surprised at my error, and with a 

note of irritation in her voice, points to further misconceptions. ‘Cinema and 

television are mostly to blame for our reputation. Contrary to popular belief,  

we always work strictly within the law – there’s no violence, no break-ins,  

and certainly no guns.’ 
 
 
 

Noticing language 



Wright & Wrong Ltd’s offices are light and spacious and there are no ashtrays 
in sight on any of the dozen or so desks. These are tidy and free of paper, but 

concentrated faces at large computer screens give the place a busy feel. 
Jenny Wright, founder of the agency, is not surprised at my error, and with a 
note of irritation in her voice, points to further misconceptions. ‘Cinema and 

television are mostly to blame for our reputation. Contrary to popular belief, 
we always work strictly within the law – there’s no violence, no break-ins, and 

certainly no guns.’ 
 
 
 

Noticing language 





1.  I cannot see any ashtrays. 
There are no ashtrays in sight . 
 
2.  Our reputation is the fault of cinema and TV. 
Cinema and TV are to ______ for our reputation. 
 
 

Paraphrasing: guided 

Examples: 



Paraphrase the following sentences from the reading text and record 
both sentences in your vocabulary notebook.  
You do not need to change every word in the sentence. 
 
a.  The desks are free of paper. [12] 
 
  There is no paper on the desks 

 
 

Paraphrasing: less guided 



6. Task six: gapped text (6 gaps, re-insert removed sentences,  
7 options). 
 
 
 

Use of English and Reading 



Example 



7. Task seven: Multiple matching (10 questions) 

 
 

Use of English and Reading 



Example 



Writing 

Writing: 
 
1.  Essay (prompts provided) 
2.  Choice of tasks*: Article, Letter/email, Report, Review 
 
 
 
 
 
*First for Schools exam: story and set text 
 
 

(1h 20 mins, 2 tasks, compulsory plus chosen; 140-190 
words)  



1. Task one (compulsory): essay (140-190 words) 

 
 

Writing 



Example 



Writing 

Writing Part 1. Essay: 
 
 



Paragraph Plan A 
 
Paragraph 1. General statement: both have advantages 
 
Paragraph 2. Advantages of watching a film at home: more comfortable 
and cheaper 
 
Paragraph 3. Advantages of watching a film in a cinema: better 
atmosphere 
 
Paragraph 4. Conclusion: state your opinion 
 
 
 
 



Paragraph Plan B 
 
Paragraph 1: Give opinion: better in a cinema 
 
Paragraph 2: Why it is more comfortable in a cinema 
 
Paragraph 3: Why it is more enjoyable to watch a film with friends in a 
cinema 
 
Paragraph 4: Why the atmosphere in a cinema is better 
 
Paragraph 5: Conclusion: restate your opinion  
 
 
 
 



Esempio 



Esempio 



Writing 

2. Task two: choice among article, email/letter, report, review  
(140-190 words) 
 
 
First for Schools exam has a choice of 4 and also includes one set text question 
(article, essay, review, letter). 
 
The story may be one of the task types (not the report). 

 
 
 
 



    Article, email/letter, report or review? 

1.  This is usually written for a magazine/website and contains an opinion 
on something the author has experienced (e.g. film). 

 
2.  This is usually written as a reply to a specific person who has sent the 

author something.  

3.  This is usually written for a magazine/website and deals with a topic 
in an interesting, lively way. 

4.  This is usually written for a superior or a peer group and contains 
facts, suggestions and recommendations. 

 
 
 

 Adapted from Cambridge English: First Handbook 



Example 



Esempio 



Esempio 



Esempio 



Esempio 



Esempio 



Esempio First for Schools 



Writing 

Strategies 
 
•  Brainstorming 
•  Plan composition (including introduction and conclusion) 
•  Organise and link ideas (paragraphs, linkers and connectors) 
•  Proofread 
•  Peer review 
 
 
 
 



Listening 

Listening: 
 
1.  Multiple choice of short recordings * 
2.  Completion of notes 
3.  Multiple matching of short monologue** 
4.  Multiple choice of longer dialogue 
 
 
 
*options NOT read out 
** three distractors 
 
 

(40 mins, 4 tasks, 30 questions)  



Listening 
1. Task one: multiple choice (8 questions, 3-option answers – no read 
out). 
 
Example: 

 
You hear two people talking about a friend of theirs.  
What does the woman say about the friend? 
 
  a). He talks a lot about his lifestyle. 
  b). He leads a comfortable lifestyle. 
  c). He may change his lifestyle. 

 
[“Well, you know Mike. It’s not like him to talk much about his plans. 
But he did say he might settle down one day – stay in one place”.] 

 
 
 



Listening 
2. Task two: sentence completion (8 questions, write 1-3 words). 
 
Example: 
 
You will hear a talk given by Rob Martin, the station manager at 
Hove Fire Station. 
 
Potential recruits are not required to have any (1) …………. 
 
 
 
[“We don’t insist on any academic qualifications, but potential recruits do have 
to take a short educational test.”] 

 
 
 



Listening 
3. Task three: (5 questions, 8 answers to choose from - 3 distractors) 
 

 
 
 



Listening Part 3: multiple matching 
•  Students could practise doing the exercise with the tapescript, so that 

they can see the kind of matching required.  
  

•  Other relevant exercises would be any which practise ‘saying the 
same thing in a different way’. 
  
  

 
 
 

 Information taken from Cambridge English: First Handbook and reproduced with 
permission of Cambridge English Language Assessment. 



Esempio 



Listening 
4. Task 4: multiple choice (7 questions, 3-option answers) 
 
Example: 
 
You will hear a man talking on the radio about unusual sports. 
 
1). When Mike saw a chess boxing match, he was surprised by 
 
 a) how skilled the competitors were at both parts of the sport 
 b) how much fun the competitors were having 
 c) how aggressive the competitors were  

 
[“Now you may think this is just about a bit of fun but when I watched two men competing in a match on 
German television last year, I was amazed by their level of skill in each of these two very different 
disciplines. After all, boxing is such an aggressive violent sport – it’s all about the body…”] 

 
 
 



Listening 
Strategies: 
 
1.  Predict (e.g. using rubric) 
2.  Paraphrase 
3.  Identify key words in questions 
 

 
 
 



Speaking 

Speaking: 
 
1. Short conversation on personal life 
2. Individual long turn* 
3. Collaborative task** 
4. Discussion 
 
 
 
*30 secs for second candidate’s reply 
** written prompts, 2 mins discussion plus 1 min decision 
 
 

(14 mins, trained examiners, paired format, 4 parts)  



Speaking 
1.  Part 1: conversation (2 mins) 
 
Example: 
 
Do you spend most of your free time on your own or with friends?. 
 
 2.     Part 2: individual long turn (4 mins of which 1 min per candidate, 30 
secs response per candidate) 
 
Example: 
  

Student A: “What are the people enjoying about these different activities?”. 
 
Student B: “Do you enjoy reading?”. 
 



Esempio 



Speaking 
3. Part 3: collaborative task (4 mins) 
 
 
 4. Part 4: discussion (4 mins) 
 
Example: 
  

Some people don’t like change. Why do you think that is? 
 



Esempio 



Example 



Speaking part three (B) 
 I: Thank you. Now you have about a minute to decide which two ideas would be 
most successful in attracting new visitors. 
 C: Right. Well, I think Paolo made a good point earlier that the museum must 
appeal to as many different types of people as possible. And I think we both 
agreed that the medieval fair would attract people of all ages, so, Paolo, do you 
agree that that might be one of the best two choices? 
 P: Yes, I do. I think it is – it doesn’t matter if you are on your own, in a couple, with 
friends, in a family – everyone would enjoy it and I am sure it would bring in many 
… many visitors to the museum. I think this is also true for the computer exhibition, 
but you don’t agree, I think. 
 C: No, I’m sorry. I know you like computers, but I would be bored! People have 
enough of computers at work. As I said before, I think nearly everyone will like the 
dressing up – not you, maybe, but if the museum wants to attract more visitors, it 
needs to have more fun activities, not more exhibitions. 
 P: OK, so we don’t agree on that. But, we did both agree before that if the 
theatrical representations were funny and not serious, then that would be very 
successful. 
 C: Yes, that’s true. I think that … 
 I: Thank you.  



Example 



Speaking Parts 3 and 4 
Strategies and Functions related to: 

1.  Sustaining an interaction and taking turns 

2.  Exchanging ideas 

3.  Agreeing and disagreeing 

4.  Asking for, expressing and justifying opinions 

5.  Suggesting (question tags) 

6.  Evaluating (giving examples, making hypotheses) 

7.  Comparing options 

8.  Referring to previous parts of the discussion 

9.  Negotiating towards making a decision 
 



Resources 
Examples taken from: 
Ready for First 3rd  edition, by Roy Norris,  
edited by Macmillan Publishers 
. 
www.macmillanenglish.com/courses/ 
ready-for-first/ 
 
For further information or to ask Anila any questions, 
please write to italy.info@macmillan.com 
 

Further details on Cambridge English exams on: 
www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams 
www.cambridgeenglish.org/teaching-english 


